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News from Nikki 
The Power of a Different Perspective  

I'm writing this brief tale on January 13th, a week after the 
attack on the Capitol building in Washington D.C.  I have to 
share this for context, because who knows where we will be 
at in the news cycle when you read this.  

Regardless, I write to you in Hope.  

My husband Marco was born and raised in a country that 
has 27(?) political parties, and his father - who is a strong 
and robust 90 years old(!) grew up under Mussolini, during 
the Depression. Marco, who moved to the United States in 
his twenties (and retains European citizenship and is a 
permanent resident in the US) consistently approaches my 
political rants from a game-changing perspective. 

On January 6th we were texting each other during the 
assault on the capitol and on our democracy, and he said 
this to me, verbatim:  

‘Nikki, you know I always say this is the price of freedom, 
whether you like it or not. Unfortunately, most people don’t 
know how lucky they are to be able to express themselves 
freely in the streets... Usually in other countries they would be 
mowed down by the regime in charge...and no one would 
know about it because .... media is state tv.  

'This is why the world watches in horror- people are still 
dying to come here.  They can’t imagine why people would 
misuse their freedom like this. It is such a gift. Just a gift.’ 

It took me more than a minute to get my mind around this.       
I'm still trying. In Galatians 5:1 Paul writes forcefully, it is for 
freedom Christ has set us free.   

I have no answers, only this example of a different 
perspective, and this Declaration of Faith from the PC(USA):

The church exists within political communities. 
Throughout its history the church has struggled to be faithful to God in political situations: under persecution, 

or as an established arm of the state, 
or in separation from it. 

God rules over both political and religious institutions. We must confuse neither with the kingdom of God. 
We must not equate the Christian faith 

with any nation's way of life 
or with opposition to the ideologies of other nations. We hold Christians are to be law-abiding citizens 

unless the state commands them to disobey God, 
or claims authority that belongs only to God. 

We must not allow governments 
to impose Christian faith by legislation, 

nor should we demand undue advantages for the church. The church must be free to speak to civil authorities, neither claiming expert 
knowledge it does not have, 

nor remaining silent when God's Word is clear. 

         I am praying that all these words reach you healthy and dwelling richly in the Spirit. Keep the Faith~ Nikki
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Lenten Calendar 

Wednesday, February 17:   

Ash Wednesday Service streamed all day. 

Imposition of Ashes - 12-1 p.m. in Church 
portico (enter through playground) 

Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday Service 
streamed live - 10 a.m. Palms distributed in 
parking lot drive-through 11 - 12. 

Monday - Wednesday, March 29-31: Holy 
Week Zoom Prayer Services  6:30-6:45 p.m. 

 Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday Service 
streamed live at 4:00 p.m.  Communion 
served in parking lot - 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 2: Good Friday Zoom Service at 
Noon. 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Service streamed live 
at 10 a.m.

A Time for Vision: Editor’s Request 
The turn of the year is traditionally a time for 
looking back at the old year and looking ahead to 
the opportunities and challenges of the new year.  
Our theme for this new year is “vision.”  What is it? 
Simply using our eyes? or imagination? or ?? 
In this issue our church historian David Stedman 
gives us an overview of the “visions” that guided 
our congregation in the past.  Peter Leibensperger 
shares some of his visions for future music when we 
return to the Sanctuary.  Gabrielle Heimerling offers 
visions of Christian Education in a time of Zoom. 

As a congregation we are preparing to call a new 
Senior Pastor. And to do that we need to pay careful 
attention to our combined visions for the future 
growth and service of First Presbyterian Church in 
Haddonfield.  So I am asking you to give some 
prayerful thought to the idea and potential of 
vision.  Send your ideas and questions to me at the 
email address above and I will include as many of 
them as I can in the next issue of Glad Tidings. 
My thoughts on vision are on page 7. 
               —Betsy Westermaier 

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:beewulf@mac.com
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A CONGREGATION WITH VISION 

Eagle Scout Alex Dante created a wonderful display 
cabinet for the historic records and treasures of our 
congregation; many of these reflect the evolving vision 
of our congregation. Here is a retrospect. 

Certainly the first vision of the Presbyterians in the area 
of Haddonfield was to have a congregation of their 
own.  Elizabeth Haddon Estaugh and several freehold 
Quaker neighbors envisioned a Quaker community for 
“New Haddonfield” in 1721, the same year in which the 
Presbyterians in Philadelphia, just across the river, 
established their first synod with four presbyteries.  
Haddonfield was a Quaker community for its first 96 
years, with the Baptists in 1817, followed by the 
Methodists and the Episcopalians, all establishing 
congregations.  From the beginning of the Reformed 
Faith, Presbyterians had always stressed hard work, 
great generosity, and a useful life.   Their vision was: 
“Work as hard as you can, make as much as you can, and 
give away as much as you can.” 

The local Presbyterians’ vision of a congregation of 
their own began to take shape in 1858 when 5 
residents of the town asked the Presbytery of West 
Jersey to send them occasional preachers.  The 
presbytery complied, preachers coming to 
Haddonfield on the first and third Sundays of every 
month.   Then, following the War Between the States, in 
September, 1871, 36 local Presbyterians petitioned the 
presbytery  to organize a congregation.  November 21, 
1871—which we commemorate on Founders Day—
was the date of the formal organization. Within three 
years the member-ship had grown to 43 and the 
cornerstone was laid for a church building on the lot 
where the present Lighthouse (Westminster House/
Manse) stands.  An inspired vision of the congregation 
was to build their house of worship near the railroad 
station, and the first church was finally completed in 
1882.  Meanwhile, the congregation became very 
interested in domestic and foreign missions.   

By 1894 FPC Haddonfield had helped found a mission 
church (Logan Memorial) in nearby Audubon, and this 
was the first of 8 daughter churches founded from 
Haddonfield.  The congregation was also in the 1890s 
supporting the Rev. Wilbur M. Campbell in the foreign 
field of ministry, in Hainan, China.  By 1900 the 
congregation had grown so large that a new, larger 
church building was needed.   Our present building 
was the gift of Mr and Mrs Henry Dyer Moore in 1905,  

completed in 1908 with a capacity of 475.  (The 
congregation raised the money to build the next-door 
manse by various schemes, musical programs, a “little 
folks festival”, a cook book, and an “open air party.”) 

By 1911 the congregation had grown to more than 
1000 and, following the Great Wars, renovations and 
extensions of the church followed.  The sanctuary was 
extended in 1948, and a Christian Education building 
constructed in 1958.  

FPC by then had 2800 members  and supported many 
overseas missions, including members of our 
congregation and friends working in Japan.  In 1949 
funds were raised for an airplane to enable Rev. Sam 
Lee to minister to his flock over 5000 square miles in 
northern Alaska.   At home, the church was gifted in 
1954 a camp in Medford Lakes which was used for 
church functions as well as a summer camp bringing 
kids from Camden.   

During the turbulent 1960s-80s the congregation’s 
vision turned to Camden City where FPC was a strong 
supporter of the Camden Metropolitan Ministry, its 
mission of bringing hope, empowerment, education, 
peace and justice in the city,  and its missioner, the  
Rev. Sam Appel.   Also, in the 1970s the congregation 
supported a “marketplace ministry” at the Echelon Mall 
and a “boardwalk ministry” conducted in the shadow of 
the glitz of the casinos in Atlantic City.  Under Dr. 
Robert L. Veon church members  began their own 
mission trips with the first one being a team traveling 
to Arizona to work for week with the Parker Valley UPC.  
We also welcomed to staff the Rev. Harvey Sindima, 
from Malawi, who was doing graduate work and 
teaching at Princeton.   Rev. Sindima was an African 
missionary doing ministry among us! 

But more was to come. Even as the sanctuary side 
balconies were created in 1964, Dr. Joan Gault helped 
found, from our church, Interfaith Caregivers whose 
offices are now in Wezner House.  Caring Hearts 
Ministry, the idea of Joe Routon, was established to 
work with children of those with AIDS.  A Women’s 
Prison Ministry is yet another of our visions realized.  
We continue our attempts to show the compassion of 
Jesus Christ as well as to strive for justice and peace.  

                                  —David Stedman 



Worship Participation Schedule 
2/14   Whitechapel Bells, 10am 

2/21- Kirk Ringers, 10am 
2/28- Moore Bells, 10am 
3/14- Whitechapel, 10am 
3/28- Kirk Ringers, 10am 

In keeping with this edition’s theme, I thought I’d reflect upon how churches create 
visions for their music programs.  I’ve noticed that some churches begin by looking at 

how their money will be spent.  Budgeting instrumental maintenance is one way to ensure that a worship culture 
is preserved and extended to the next generation.  Or perhaps you envision your program growing in the near 
future, and you want to expand your personnel budget to include more teachers?  Or what if your music library 
has slowly deteriorated over the last 100 years and you need to replace your old scores with new music for future 
generations?   

All of those are valid questions to consider since how we spend our money is a good indication of what we value.  
But I would suggest that money shouldn’t be the starting point when creating a vision for a church music 
program.  That places the cart before the horse.  I believe that “mission” and “people” should be the starting 
points.  A question like, “How can we best use music to minister to members of this specific church family in this 
specific time and location?” is a better place to start.  Or perhaps a question like, “How can we use music to teach 
our children about faith and the Bible?” would be appropriate. 

By answering questions like these over the decades, our church has created the musical worship culture that we 
all know and enjoy today.  Our musical worship culture includes our traditional style that pays homage to our 
heritage intermixed with anthems by modern composers that ground us in the present.  Another defining factor 
is how we balance quality and participation.  We work hard to provide many opportunities for all of our 
congregants and community to participate in and lead musical worship, but we also have a staff of professional 
musicians and a budget for hiring professional instrumentalists to make sure that we provide music of high 
quality every week. 

And now as we look to the future and continue to reshape our vision, we are asking and answering a new 
question: “How can we honor our African-American heritage in our musical worship as well?” It will take time to 
answer this question—perhaps the answer will even change over time—but I’ve heard several ideas that I look 
forward to implementing in future worship.  Intentionally choosing repertoire from the African-American 
tradition is one easy way to accomplish this task.  (I think we’ll all enjoy having more spirituals in our worship!)  
Choosing repertoire written by modern African-American composers, and seeking out African-American artists 
to enliven our worship are other ideas I’ve heard.  Finally, hosting a gospel choir someday would be a wonderful 
treat for us and our community, and perhaps it could provide for collaboration between our choirs.  

We hope you will join us in looking forward to these additions to our worship, and this month in particular, we 
hope you will enjoy the hymns, arrangements, and instrumental works by African-American composers that we 
will include in our worship.  And don’t forget to check your bulletin for the Music Notes so you can read about 
the history of these pieces!   

Music Ministry
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Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director



�
Christian Education

                                                                                         5

This year has challenged us to continually think outside the box with our beloved Children's Programs at FPCH. 
While we still can't meet in person, we have tried to keep our programs moving in new, virtual ways.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Each week we send out Sunday School lessons to our Preschool - 8th 
grade friends.  Whenever possible, we try to link up our Sunday School lessons to the 
passages that Mark or Nikki preach on that week. For our younger friends lessons include the 
bibles stories from the Beginners Bible that they received during our Bible Giveaways the past 
two years, and a Whirl Children's Study Bible.  For our Third Graders, we include the relevant 
passages from their Children's Bible in 365 Stories.We also try to include funny videos, crafts, 

and activities along with the weekly lessons.  
For our older students, we go a little more in 
depth with our lessons, usually providing a 
high level overview of the book of the bible 
that the sermon verses can be found in.  The 
weekly lessons can be found on the website, 
or you can reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling to get on the email 
distribution list:  gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. While nothing 
will take the place of meeting in person, the hope is that the kids 
can still feel connected and maybe, if we're lucky, learn a little bit. 

YOUTH GROUP:  We were lucky enough to be able to meet in 
person several times in the fall of 2020. Our group had fun getting to 
know each other playing capture the flag, flashlight tag,  competing in 
a scavenger hunt, and hung out by the campfire with some s'mores.  
Winter came and our meetings turned to Zoom. We challenged wits s 
on Kahoot, decorated gingerbread houses, and found 
Imposters Among Us. Cold weather won't be here 
forever and we will be able to meet up outside again 
soon. We can't wait!  Youth Group is open to kids 
6th-12th grade. Want to join?  Reach out to Gabrielle 
Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  After discussions with the Christian Education Committee Chair and the Confirmation 
Teachers, we have determined the most meaningful Confirmation experience for your children would be to 
incorporate at least 50% of the class as in-person learning. The topics covered and the dynamic of the group 
discussing, struggling, debating, and working their way through the concepts together is a vital part of the 
process.  Weighing that conclusion with your concerns and the directives from the Church, and realizing that in 
person learning may be more tenable in future months, we have decided to postpone Confirmation Class. We will be 
working closely with the Church’s COVID 
Response Team as well as local health 
officials to determine when it will be 
safe to adequately instruct your children 
on this important and vital part of their 
faith journey.  Any questions regarding 
confirmation, please reach out to 
Gabrielle Heimerling: 
gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
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Mission Opportunities

News From St. Wilfrid’s 

This week marked the 44th straight week that the 
Open-Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed food 
during the pandemic; 110 bags, 3,976 totals. Over 
99,400 pounds of food and dry goods have been given 
out! 

Our need is men’s coats more than anything.  
Although it was a beautiful sunny winter day last 
Saturday, it’s going to get colder.  Some of our patrons 
show up in only sweatshirts. Amazingly, we satisfied all 
except one.  We ran out of men’s coats.  

Out of nowhere, men will come to us asking for a 
winter coats.  Their wives or girlfriends have told them 
about St Wilfrid’s. They don’t want food, but they need 
a coat. Thanks to all who have donated hats, gloves and 
coats/jackets previously. Know it is making a difference! 

Current needs are Winter jackets/coats - sizes L, XL, and 
XXL. Ask neighbors and friends if they are cleaning out 
closets. Costco is currently selling good puffy Winter 
jackets for $20 .                                                               

Ongoing needs include grocery bags from ShopRite, 
Whole Foods, or Trader Joe’s-paper grocery bags to line 
the the plastic bags, and newspaper bags. 

Food needs - peanut butter, tuna, pasta, rice, adult and 
kid’s diapers, and wipes.                                                       

Bar soap, toothpaste, and toothbrushes are also on the 
list.     And......we are accepting new or almost new toys 
for next Christmas.                                                                        

These donations may be dropped off at the Drive 
Through after church on Sundays or any day of the 
week in the bin behind Grace Church  

Questions or if you can help in any way, please call Jill 
Mascena at 856-428-7342 or check out the 
website www.opendoorcliniccamden.org

Presbyterian Women Support Kiva 

"More than 1.7 billion people around the world are 
unbanked and can’t access the financial services they 
need. Kiva is an international nonprofit, founded in 2005 
in San Francisco, with a mission to expand financial 
access to help underserved communities thrive. " 

We recently received the enclosed email congratulating 
us on making our 50th loan since April 2016. 

We have made loans to women in 17 out of a possible 76 
countries, primarily in the area of education and also 
health, retail, and food. Since receiving the following 
email, we made our 51st loan to Luisa from Samoa who is 
using her loan to purchase supplies for her home-based 
cooking business. She plans to use her profits to improve 
her business and pay for her 5 children's education. 

Loans have been made on the average every other 
month, usually to one or two women with the money 
that has been repaid from other loans.   

    —Linda O’Neill 

THE DEACONS HAVE BEEN BUSY!  

On Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, 200 sandwiches were 
delivered to Camden’s pop-up library. In addition, 70 
coats and 42 backpacks brimming with supplies were 
delivered to the Camden Neighborhood Center. Thanks 
to Ed Hess and the Deacons for being Christ’s – and our – 
hands and feet in the world. 
 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
And because it will be the first Sunday of the month, your 
Deacons offering will be collected. Thanks you for your 
generous support of the missions of the Deacons. 

 ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORT  

This year’s annual meeting of the corporation will take 
place on Sunday, February 21. If you are in charge of a 
committee or church organization, it is time to submit 
your segment of the annual report to Anne Vial.

http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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Two Hymns on Vision 

Be Thou my vision 
O Lord of my heart 

Nought be all else to me 
Save what Thou art 

Thou my best thought 
by day or by night 
waking or sleeping 

Thy presence my light. 

Riches I heed not 
nor vain empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance 

now and always 
Thou and Thou only 

First in my heart 
Great God of heaven, 
my treasure Thou art. 

Be Thou my wisdom 
and Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee  
and Thou with me Lord. 
Heart of my own heart 

whatever befall. 
Still be my vision 

O Ruler of all. 
    —Old Irish poem 

Open my eyes that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me. 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Open my ears that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. 

Open my mouth and let me bear 
Gladly the warm truth everywhere 
Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. 

Silently now I wait for Thee 
Ready my God Thy will to see; 

Open my (eyes, ears, heart) illumine me 
Spirit Divine. 

                                                           —Clara Scott

Searching
Proverbs 29:18 is translated as “Where there 
is no vision, the people perish.”  KJV 

In the RSV and NRSV we find the translation 
“Where there is no prophecy, the people cast 
off restraint,…” 

The NIV translates:” Where there is no 
revelation, the people cast off restraint.” 

The Message gives us: “If people can’t see 
what God is doing, they stumble all over 
themselves.”   

Four facets of “vision.”  
Vision, prophecy, revelation, and seeing what 
God is doing.  Vision can be both seeing and 
the phenomena seen. Prophecy suggests 
knowledge of something yet to be. 
Revelation involves showing or discovering 
something already present.  Can we think 
that all three refer to “what God is doing?” 

A translation of the Gospel of Thomas from 
the Coptic by Jean-Yves Leloup: 

These are the words of the Secret. 
They were revealed by the Living Yeshua. 
Didymus Judas Thomas wrote them down. 
  
Yeshua said:  Whoever lives the interpretation 
of these words will no longer taste death 

Yeshua said: Whoever searches must continue 
to search until they find. When they find, they 
will be disturbed; and being disturbed, they will 
marvel and reign over All. 

A “vision” for our future might be to continue 
the search with opened eyes until we  “see 
what God is doing” and to find it marvelous 
and life changing.   
                                      —Betsy Westermaier
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PERIODICAL

In the presence of God’s world,
and the promise of His love, let us remember

the day of baptism and commission.
May we have eyes to see, ears to hear,

and voices to proclaim.
May we use our time in the wilderness of Lent

to repent and believe the good news.




